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NEWSLETTER
NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2016
Many thanks for all the
Harvest gifts for the
West Norfolk Food
Bank and thank you to
the children of Class 1
for the cakes they
made for
The Harvest Service
from the produce from
the school garden.

CHRISTMAS EVENTS
We have included as many dates for this
term as we have at the moment (there may
be some more to add over the next few
weeks) but we have listed all the important
Christmas events so parents can make
arrangements in plenty of time.
Please come along and
support as many events as
possible.

Class I had a fun, wet day at
Sandringham on 21st October
with the Harpley YR and KS1
children and staff. They all went
on a long 2 mile autumn walk
through the woods and then went
around the Sculpture Trail and
found The Gruffalo.
PARENTS’ EVENING FOR CLASS 1 AND 2
Parents’ Evening for all parents to look at
their children’s work and to discuss progress
will be held from 3.30-5.00pm on Wednesday
2nd November. No appointments needed.

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLIES
Class 2—Friday 11th November at 2.30pm
Class 1—Friday 18th November at 2.30pm
Each class will do a special presentation
assembly to share their learning. We hope
parents, families and friends will come along.

ATTENDANCE
Our attendance for the first
half of term was 95.1%. Our
target for this school year is
96%

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS
School Photographs will be
taken by Tempest on Friday 4th November
from 2-3pm. If you would like to include
younger siblings in the family photograph
please come to school at 2pm.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

GRESHAM’S CROSS COUNTY
Great Massingham and Harpley
Federation sent a team to the
Gresham’s Cross Country event at the end
of September. This was a huge event with
over 40 school teams taking part. WELL
DONE TO THE TEAMS!
Girls Under 9
Maisy-Rae, Lottie, Rosie
Boys Under 9
Cody, Gabriel, Christopher, Archie, Bertie,
Herbie, Valentine
Girls Under 11
Tegan, Hannah, Aimee, Bronwyn, Imogen,
Skye, Molly, Esme
Boys Under 11
George, Danny, Sam, Evan, Oliver, Thomas,
Connor
The results only reported on teams in the
top 10. The Federation team did not finish
in the top 10. However if there had been a
prize for the best behaved team we would
have certainly been the winners! All the
children showed great sportsmanship,
excellent behaviour and all tried their very
best. I am very proud of them for
representing our Federation so well.

We have set up new
accounts with TESCO and

WOVINA for our school uniform.
The orders can be placed at www.tesco.cm/ues
and www.wovina.com. We are in the process of
updating the items on the website at the
moment.
BONFIRE LUNCH
On Friday 4th November the
menu will be as follows:Catherine Wheel (Savoury Sausage Whirl) or
(Cheese Whirl –v), Jumping Jack (Seasoned
Curly Fries), Fiery Bonfire (Baked Beans).
Pudding will be A Wizard’s Wobbly Spell —
Jelly, Sparkly Stars (Mini Sparkly Chocolate
Crunch). Meal can be ordered on the day.
MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Thank you to all who supported this event. We
raised £53. This money was added
to the Village Hall Macmillan Coffee
Morning total.
This Term’s Topics
Class I
Caring for Pets
Seasonal change
Christmas

After school on Friday 4th November the
PFA will be organising a DVD rental and
sweet sale. There will also be second hand
uniform for sale. Borrow DVDs for a
donation of 50p for 2 weeks.
Please bring any DVDs you no longer
want to school for this fundraising
event.

RE – Creation
Class 2
Continuation of the Anglo-Saxons, and how the
West Saxon Kings such as Alfred dealt with
the Viking Invasions.
RE — looking at Signs and Symbols from
different religions before moving onto dealing
with different versions of the Christmas
Story.

SWIMMING
Our last swimming session
this term will be on
Thursday 24th November. Swimming
sessions in the Spring Term will begin on
Thursday 12th January 2016. Thank you to
all the parents who have helped with
swimming this term. We need more
volunteer helpers who are willing to go in
the water with Class 1 children. Please let
us know if you are able to help.
The Children’s Flu Immunisation
Programme in Schools
The nasal flu vaccine will be offered to
children in Years 1, 2 and 3. The date for
the vaccination session at GM is on Monday
14th November. Consent forms will be sent
to parents during the week beginning 31st
October.

SALT ON PLAYGROUND
On icy days a pathway from the school gate to
the pupils’ entrance will be treated with salt.
Treating the whole playground is not possible
or cost effective so we ask that everyone
keeps to the treated areas to ensure safety.
SCHOOL CLOSURE
In the event of bad weather please
listen to KLFM or Radio Norfolk for
school closure details. Alternatively you can
log on to www.schoolclosures.norfolk.gov.uk
A VISIT TO NORWICH CATHEDRAL
Class 2 visited Norwich cathedral on 21st
October. This was a Federation visit with
Harpley. The children enjoyed workshops
based on the values of Compassion, Courage
and Commitment.

OUTDOOR WINTER CLOTHING
During the winter months we intend to
continue PE outside as much as possible.
Please ensure children have warm tracksuits
and fleeces and a change of shoes, in their
PE kit. We are not worried about the
colours of the tracksuits and fleeces as
long as they are warm! PE kits need to be in
school ALL WEEK as we often have to
adapt the timetable to fit around the
weather.
Please also make sure coats, hats and gloves
are brought to school every day now that
the weather is getting colder and please
remember to put names in them.

CHRISTMAS
2016
DECORATION DAY
This year, Decoration Day
will be on Friday 2nd
December and we are asking for helpers,
for all or for half a day, to come and join
in and help, either by running their own
decorating activity (which we can suggest
if you don’t know what to do) or to support
one of the other groups. Please could you
let us know as soon as possible so that the
rotas can be drawn and materials ordered.
We had a great time last year and are
looking forward to another this December.
If you would like to help on this day please
see Mrs Smith/Mrs Frost or email
office@greatmassingham.norfolk.sch.uk
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Friday 16th December
The School Christmas
Party (for both classes)
will be on Friday 16th
December. Children can
come to school in their party clothes on
this date. Please be aware that normal
playtimes in the morning and after lunch
will be outdoors (weather permitting) so
clothes for the day should be practical as
well as party glamorous!
Instead of the children having lunch and
then party food again in the afternoon we
thought it would be better to have a
buffet party lunch for the children and we
would like each family to provide an item
of party food such as squash/juice,
nibbles, mini cakes, fruit, sandwiches and
salad vegetables. A list of suggested
party food will be put up in the Junior
cloakroom in December. Please let us know
what you will be sending into school by
putting the family name beside the item
you wish to send.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
School Christmas lunch will be on Tuesday 13th
December. This year we will be holding our
Christmas lunch in the Village Hall. As ever it
will be a festive affair with crackers and all
the trimmings. We hope that ALL pupils will
have a hot meal on this date so they can join in
with the festivities. Obviously we will not
refuse anyone the chance to bring a packed
lunch but we ask that you encourage your child
to take part in this important school event.
No one will be made to eat anything they don’t
like!
The menu is as follows:Roast Turkey, Chipolata
Stuffing, gravy,
Roast Potatoes, Carrot Batons, Garden Peas
Desert: Ice Cream and shortbread biscuit
Cost: £2.20 per meal, payable on Monday 12th
December, unless entitled to Universal I
nfant Free School meals or Free School Meals.

CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Our Christmas Service will be held at
St Mary’s Church on Wednesday 14th
December, at 2pm.
All the children will be taking part and
Ducklings Pre-School will also be joining in with
a Christmas item.
Everyone is welcome to attend the service and
come back to school afterwards to enjoy
refreshments.
The PTA will be organising the
refreshments and there will also be a
Christmas Raffle.
Donations of raffle prizes would be most
welcome.

PFA Christmas Fair
The PFA will be holding their
Christmas Fair in the Village
Hall from 10.00am to 12.00pm
on Saturday 3rd December. If anyone is
able to help on this day or if you would like
to book a table please contact Suzi
Overson—01485520143.
PLEASE support this event by helping,
attending, donating or simply

TERM DATES 2016 — 2017

2016 AUTUMN TERM
Monday 31st October to Friday 16th
December

buying raffle tickets.
The PFA provide equipment, transport and
activities which benefit all the children at
Great Massingham School.
The more funds raised the more the PFA
can do for the children.
Federation Junior Residential Visit to
Horstead
A residential visit to Horstead for our Class
2 children has been organised for Monday
22nd to Wednesday 24th May 2017. Please
visit the website www.horsteadcentre.org.uk
to see the activities the children will be
taking part in.

2017 SPRING TERM
Thursday 5th January to Friday 31st
March
(Half term – Monday 13th Friday 17th
February)

2017 SUMMER TERM
Tuesday 18th April – Friday 21st July
(Half term – Monday 29th May – Friday
2nd June)

Thank you

DIARY DATES
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2016

Wednesday 2nd November
3.30pm-5pm Parents’ Evening for Class 1 & Class 2
Friday 4th November
Bonfire Lunch
2-3pm School Photographs
After school - PFA DVD rental, sweets & second hand uniform sale
Friday 11th November
2.30pm Celebration Assembly for Class 2
Friday 18th November
2.30pm Celebration Assembly for Class 1
Thursday 24th November
Last swimming session this term
Thursday 1st December
10.15am Christmas GENR8 - Advent 2016
Friday 2nd December
Christmas Decoration Day
Saturday 3rd December
PFA Christmas Fair at Great Massingham Village Hall 10-12.00am
Tuesday 13th December
School Christmas Lunch at the Village Hall in Great Massingham
Wednesday 14th December
Christmas Service at St. Mary’s Church, Great Massingham at 2.00pm
Refreshments & Christmas Raffle provided back at school after service by the PFA
Friday 16th December
Christmas Party
School closes for Christmas holiday

